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Horsforth  Urban  District  Council. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

Gentlemen, 

This  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Health  Department  in 
1938  covers  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  when  my  predeces- 
sor, Dr.  H.  Bailey,  held  office;  a period  when  I acted  in  a 
temporary  capacity,  and  the  period  from  September  26th, 
1938,  when  my  appointment  commenced. 

The  health  of  the  district  remains  good,  the  statistics 
maintaining  much  the  same  satisfactory  figures  as  in  previous 
years.  Full  details  and  tables  appear  in  the  following  pages. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  a Public  Inquiry  was  held 
in  respect  of  five  slum  clearance  areas,  details  of  which  appear 
in  the  Sanitary  nspector’s  report. 

In  September,  1938,  the  international  situation  caused 
a complete  dislocation  of  the  normal  work,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing three  months  A.R.P.  became  a major  item  in  the  work  oi 
the  Department,  resulting  in  the  unavoidable  postponement  of 
routine  work.  This  fact  is  responsible  for  the  very  long  delay 
in  the  presentation  of  this  report,  a delay  for  which  1 must 
ask  you  to  accept  my  apology. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  district  in  acres,  2,706.434. 

Population  (mid.  1938),  Registrar  General’s  estimate, 
12,080. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  (estimated 
1938),  4,087. 

Rateable  Value,  £72,920. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  £273. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Births. 


Males  Females  Total 


The  number  of  births  registered  during 

the  year  were  95  69  164 

Included  in  the  above  are  eight  illegiti- 
mate births,  viz 6 2 8 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  was  8 4 12 

The  above  figures  give  a birth  rate  for  Horsforth  ol 
13.58  per  1,000  population.  In  England  and  Wales  during 
the  same  period  it  was  15.10  per  1,000  population. 


Deaths.  Males 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during 

Females 

Total 

the  year  were  

Included  in  the  above  are  41  deaths 
registered  in  other  districts  and 

70 

65 

135 

transferred  to  Horsforth  

26 

15 

41 

The  above  figures  give  a death  rate  for  Horsforth  of 
11.18  per  1,000  population.  In  England  and  Wales  during 
the  same  period  it  was  1 1.60  per  1,000  population. 


Table  showing  Causes  of  Death. 

Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System...  2 2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 1 

Cancer  8 14 

Diabetes  1 () 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  4 4 

Heart  Diseases  31  21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  4 4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  1 0 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  0 I 

Peptic  Ulcer  3 0 

Appendicitis  1 o 

Syphilis  0 l 

Congenital  Debility  3 0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  1 I 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  3 1 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 0 I 

Senility  0 2 

Other  Violence  I I 


Total 

4 

2 

22 

1 

8 

52 

8 

I 

1 

3 


3 
2 

4 
1 

2 

v 


0 


Other  Defined  Diseases  5 

G.P.I.,  Tabes,  etc I 


H-i 

1 


70  65  1 35 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

Five  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year,  viz.,  five 
males;  this  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Horsforth  of 
30.5  per  1,000  births  per  annum. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period  it  was 
53  per  1,000  births  per  annum. 

Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  last  few  years, 
two  District  Nurses  doing  general  work  and  one  midwife. 

The  usual  clinics  for  ante-natal  care  and  child  welfare  are 
held  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hall,  whilst  cases  of  tuberculosis  are 
seen  by  the  West  Riding  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Dispen- 
sary in  Town  Street  on  one  half-day  per  week.  * 

Ambulance  facilities  are  ample,  and  application  should 
be  made  at  the  Council  Offices  or  the  Police  Station.  Urgent 
necessitous  cases  are  removed  free  of  charge. 

I..  Grimshaw,  Cert. R. San.  1 . , M.S.I.A.,  is  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

In  my  opinion  the  Sanitary  Department  is  understaffed, 
there  being  too  much  work  for  only  one  qualified  man. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  17  samples  of  water  from  the  Town’s 
supply  were  taken  by  the  Department  and  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  County  Laboratory. 

Sixteen  of  these  samples  were  reported  upon  as  being 
highly  satisfactory,  and  one  unsatisfactory,  but  in  this  latter 
case  it  was  found  the  house  tap  was  the  source  of  contamina- 
tion, not  having  been  effectively  sterilised,  and  a further 
sample  was  highly  satisfactory.  Therefore  the  whole  of  the 
samples  taken  from  the  public  supply  were  satisfactory. 

Samples  were  also  taken  from  three  private  supplies,  all 
of  which  proved  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  also  taken  from  the  “Town  Well,’’ 
situated  in  Manor  Road,  both  of  which  proved  to  be  unsatis- 
factory, and  although  the  Well  was  not  known  to  be  used  for 
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drinking  purposes,  in  view  of  it  being  accessible  to  the  public 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  it  permanently. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  a private  supply  to  one 
cottage  onlv  and  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory,  as  a 
result  of  which  the  owner  had  the  Town’s  supply  laid  on. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  a private  supply  serving 
four  cottages,  and  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The 
source  was  investigated  and  it  was  found  that  part  of  the 
course  was  exposed  to  possible  pollution.  This  was  cleansed 
and  piped  in,  after  which  two  subsequent  samples  were  taken 
and  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  under  review,  extensions  of  sewers  to 
meet  building  developments  have  been  carried  out  in  West 
End  Lane  and  Beechwood  Estate,  Brownberrie  Lane. 

The  number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewer  is  89; 
these  are  situated  in  the  scattered  outskirts  of  the  district 
where  public  sewers  are  not  available. 


Sanitary  Inspection. 

Nuisances  inspections  made  for  nuisances  only  in  1938  474 


Nuisances  found  in  1938  350 
,,  outstanding  1937  10 

Notices  served,  informal  105 
,.  outstanding  1937  4 

,,  served,  statutory  49 

There  was  no  recourse  to 


Total  needing  abatement  360 
Abated  during  1938  ...  352 
Outstanding  Dec.  31st  8 
Complied  with,  1938...  103 
Outstanding  Dec.  31st  6 
Complied  with,  1938...  33 

Outstanding  Dec.  31st  16 

legal  proceedings. 


Offensive  Trades. 

Offensive  trades  within  the  district  comprise  the  follow- 
ing: Fish  Fryers,  12;  Soap  Boiler,  1. 

Inspections  of  these  premises  during  the  year  numbered 
35,  and  in  each  case  they  were  found  to  be  generally  well 
kept.  No  special  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  the 
premises. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

141  new  water  closets  were  constructed  for  new  houses, 
and  eight  additional  water  closets  were  provided  for  existing 
property.  The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  is 
now  3,892. 
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During  the  year  one  water  closet  was  provided  in  favour 
of  a privy  midden,  and  of  the  remaining  privies  which  are 
situated  in  the  scattered  part  of  the  district  where  sewer  and 
or  water  supply  is  not  available,  three  were  abolished,  two 
being  substituted  with  chemical  closets. 

Public  Cleansing. 

This  is  well  done,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  streets,  but 
the  weekly  emptying  of  dustbins. 

During  the  year  2,177  loads  of  refuse,  weighing  approxi- 
mately 3,250  tons,  were  collected  and  incinerated  at  the  refuse 
destructor. 

Housing. 

A Statistical  Table  with  explanatory  details  of  housing 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Meat. — The  total  number  of  inspections  during  killing  was 
386.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 

The  statistical  table  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
appears  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Milk. 

There  are  22  Cowkeepers  in  the  district,  occupying  36 
cowsheds,  and  the  number  of  Dairy  Cows  is  approximated 
400. 

102  inspections  were  made  to  these  during  the  year. 

There  are  two  producers  in  the  district  holding  licences 
for  the  production  of  “Accredited”  Milk.  Periodical  samples 
have  been  taken  by  County  Officials  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  in  all  cases  the  samples  satisfied  the  pre- 
scribed test. 

Three  Dealer’s  Licences  were  issued  to  retailers  author 
ising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
and  two  supplementary  licences  were  issued  authorising  the 
use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and 
‘ ‘ Pasteurised ’ ’ respectively. 

Twelve  samples  of  new  milk  were  purchased  in  the 
course  of  delivery  to  consumers  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Adulteration  Act  1928,  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst 
for  analysis.  All  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 

48  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  Dairies  and 
Milk  Shops. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  notifications  show  a decrease  on  previous  years, 
mainly  clue  to  the  fact  that  the  minor  infectious  diseases  are 
no  longer  notifiable.  Scarlet  bever  was  of  a mild  type  and 
the  case  incidence  was  evenly  distributed  throughout  the 
year.  There  was  a drop  in  the  incidence  of  Pneumonia. 


The  following  notifications  were  received  during  the  year: 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 
treated  in 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox  

Notified 

Hospital 

— 

Scarlet  l-'ever  

21 

20 

— 

Diphtheria  

5 

5 

— 

Enteric  l-'ever  (including 

para-typhoid)  

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

5 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  

3 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis.- 

— Seven  cases  of  pulmonary 

tuberculosis 

and  six  cases  of 

non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis  were  notified 

during  the  year. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Respiratorv  Respiratory  Non-Respiratorv 

Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 () 

5 1 o 2 I I)  0 0 0 

15  2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

25  0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

25  1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

45  0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

55  2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 


65  and  up.  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS  61  422000 


Factories  and  Workshops — Form  572. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health.  Including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Premises  Inspections  Written  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (41 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  42  2 

Factories  without  ..  56  I 
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'•‘Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises)  


4 


TOTAL 


102 


*Electric  Stations  should  be 
reckoned  as  Factories. 


2.  Defects  found. 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  7). 


I’nsuitable  or  defective  

Referred  to  H.M.  Inspector 


Found  2.  Remedied  2 
None 


Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 

1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third  Schedule 

to  the  Factories  Act,  1937)  Found  2.  Remedied  2 

Referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  None 

Number  of  defects  in  respect  of  which  the  prosecutions  were 

instituted  None 

Outwork  in  Fnwholesome  Premises  (Section  108  of  the  Act  of  1901; 
Section  111  of  the  Act  of  1937). 

Instances:  None. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


During  the  year  two  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  bed  bugs,  namely,  one  Council  house  and  one  privately 
owned  house.  In  both  cases  the  premises  were  repeatedly 
sprayed  with  insecticides  in  conjunction  with  sulphur  fumiga- 
tion, with  successful  results. 


Conclusion. 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  add  my  appreciation  of  the 
helpful  co-operation  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  of  the 
other  Officers  of  the  Council. 


Yours  faithfully, 


S.  G.  BEDFORD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING 
SUPERINTENDENT 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1938. 

Council  Offices,  Horsforth. 

August,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horsforth  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  193S. 

In  the  first  place  I think  apologies  are  due  to  the  mem- 
bers for  the  long  delay  in  circulation  of  the  Report. 

Although  most  of  the  statistics  have  been  tabulated  some 
considerable  time,  the  final  completion  of  the  Report  has  been 
held  up  for  various  reasons  which  has  made  it  all  the  more 
difficult  to  complete. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  were  many  changes 
from  the  usual  routine  of  Public  Health  Administration, 
brought  about  chiefly  bv  the  war  scare  of  September,  1938, 
since  when  the  energies  of  most  local  Government  officials 
have  been  diverted  into  channels  other  than  their  normal 
duties,  with  a growing  tendency  to  suspend  normal  routine 
matters  as  far  as  possible,  and  give  preference  to  matters 
arising  out  of  the  threatened  International  situation. 

Another  circumstance  affecting  the  compilation  of  the 
Report  was  the  unfortunate  prolonged  indisposition  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Bailey)  and  his  retirement 
from  the  position  of  Medical  Officer  in  June  of  the  year  under 
review. 

The  Council  by  resolution  recorded  their  appreciation  of 
the  services  rendered  to  the  Township  by  Dr.  Bailey  during 
his  40  years  of  service  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in 
view  of  my  having  been  so  closely  associated  with  him  for  a 
period  of  some  30  years,  1 should  like  to  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  the  hope  that  he  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  for  many  years  a well  earned  rest  from  public  affairs. 

As  is  the  usual  practice,  the  details  of  the  Report  are 
grouped  under  appropriate  headings. 
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Nuisance  Inspections. 

1 otal  inspections  made  for  nuisances  onlv  474 

J he  number  of  nuisances  found  requiring  abatement 

during  the  year  1938  was 350 

The  number  of  nuisances  outstanding,  Dec.  31st,  1937  10 

Total  nuisances  needing  abatement  during  1938  360 

Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  1938  352 

Nuisances  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1938  8 

Service  of  Notices. 

Informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  1938  105 

Informal  Notices  outstanding,  December  31st.  1937  4 

109 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1938  103 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1938  6 

Statutory  Notices  served  during  the  vear  1938  49 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding,  December  31st,  1937  ...  0 

49 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1938  33 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1938  16 

Summary  of  Inspections,  etc. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to  hospital  25 
Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  treated  at  home  ...  1 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  infected  houses  29 

Premises  disinfected  following  infectious  disease 26 

Schools  disinfected  I 

Reports  on  Zymotic  Diseases  furnished  to  Medical  Officer  26 
Bedding  removed  for  disinfection  following  infectious 

disease  26 

Bedding  voluntarily  destroyed  after  infectious  disease  ...  1 

Library  books  voluntarily  destroyed  after  infectious  dis- 
ease   1 

Library  books  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  3 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease 12 

Premises  disinfected  for  miscellaneous  causes  17 
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Bedding  disinfected  for  miscellaneous  causes  2 

Bedding  destroyed  for  miscellaneous  causes  19 

Clothing  destroyed  for  miscellaneous  causes  2 

Visits  paid  re  nuisances  474 

Visits  paid  re  dwelling  houses: — 

1 . Infectious  disease  29 

2.  Verminous  98 

3.  Dirty  26 

4.  Suspected  overcrowding  18 

5.  Re  prospective  Council  House  tenants  40 

Visits  paid  re  Works  in  Progress  348 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  41 

,,  Cowsheds  102 

Slaughterhouses  386 

Factories  and  Workshops  102 

Fried  Fish  Shops  35 

,,  Shops  41 

,,  Bakehouses  58 

Drains  in  connection  with  existing  property  inspected  ...  188 

Drains  in  connection  with  existing  property  tested  93 

Streams  inspected  re  pollution  3 

Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  26 

Milk  samples  taken  for  analysis  12 

Meat  and  Food  seizures  6 

Public  Urinals — visits  for  cleaning,  flushing,  etc 532 

Visits  to  premises  infested  with  rats  14 

Visits  to  moveable  dwellings  4 

Miscellaneous. 

Interviews  with  property  owners,  etc.,  on  site  82 

Outside  appointments  186 

Personal  callers  at  office  221 

Outside  telephone  calls  to  office  758 

Telephone  calls  from  office  482 

Letters  sent  out  from  office  1325 

Number  of  "permitted  numbers’’  issued  under  Section 

62.  Housing  Act  1936  19 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  436 


Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

Houses: 

Defective  doors  repaired  10 

Defective  roofs  remedied  6 

Roofs  made  watertight  37 

External  walls  re-pointed  24 

Baths  provided  2 

Damp  condition  of  internal  walls  abated  5 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  and  disinfected  2 

Under-floor  ventilation  provided  2 

Verminous  houses  fumigated  10 

Defective  cooking  ranges  repaired  12 

Kitchen  fire-backs  re-set  61 

Nuisances  from  domestic  smoke  abated  10 

New  sinks  provided  S 

Separate  ventilated  food  stores  provided  3 

New  washing  coppers  provided  9 

Defective  internal  plastering  remedied  18 

Defective  ceilings  remedied  2 

Dry  rot  abated  1 

Yards  and  Outbuildings: 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  .s 

Yard  gullies  cleansed  2 

Filthy  condition  of  yards  abated  1 

Yards  paved  and  drained  5 

Area  grate  constructed  to  cellar  1 

Drainage: 

Drains  tested  382 

House  drains  re-laid  9 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  36 

Drains  liberated  and  cleansed  263 

House  drains  connected  to  sewer  5 

Water  gaining  access  to  cellar  abated  4 

Sewage  gaining  access  to  cellar  abated  1 

Offensive  sinks  replaced  3 

Sink  gullies  liberated  10 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  traps  repaired  or  renewed  19 

Inspection  chambers  re-constructed  2 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  6 

Obsolete  gullies  abolished  2 

Fallpipes  disconnected  from  drains  2 
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Additional  tailpipes  provided  to  existing  property  1 

Sink  waste  pipes  liberated  and  cleansed  25 

Obsolete  gnllies  replaced  with  wash-down  gullies  2 

Defective  manhole  covers  replaced  1 

Fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed  25 

Blocked  fallpipes  liberated  8 

Eaves  spouts  repaired  or  renewed  15 

Closet  accommodation: 

Blocked  W.C.  drains  liberated  54 

W.C.s  reconstructed  5 

Additional  W.C.s  provided  to  existing  property  8 

Defective  W.C.  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Defective  W.C.  drains  repaired  12 

Defective  W.C.  pedestals  renewed  2 

Defective  soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Chemical  closets  provided  in  favour  of  privy  middens  ...  2 

W.C.s  cleansed  14 

Privy  middens  converted  into  water  closets  1 

W.C.  vent  shafts  lengthened  above  eaves 4 

Privy  middens  abolished  1 

House  Refuse  Accommodation: 

Defective  dust  bins  replaced  114 

Dust  bins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  4 

Additional  dust  bins  provided  to  existing  property  13 

Ashpits  abolished  in  favour  of  dust  bins  2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  8 

Nuisances  from  deposit  of  offensive  matter  in  ashes  bins 

abated  23 

Miscellaneous: 

Complaints  from  rat  infestation  6 

Baiting  for  rats  32 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  4 

Polluted  becks  remedied  1 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs: 

One  Council  house  and  one  privately  owned  house  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs.  In  both  cases  we  were 
successful  in  eradicating  the  infestation  by  the  repeated 
applications  of  vermicide  spray  in  conjuction  with  sulphur 
fumigation. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation. 

1 Privy  was  converted  into  a Water  Closet. 

2 Privies  were  converted  into  Chemical  Closets. 

S additional  Water  Closets  were  provided  for  existing" 
property. 

13  additional  Ashes  Bins  were  provided  for  existing 
property. 

1 14  Defective  Ashes  Bins  were  replaced. 

141  Water  C'losets  were  provided  for  houses  erected  during 
the  year. 

141  Ashes  Bins  were  provided  for  houses  erected  during 
the  year. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  number  and  type  of 
sanitary  accommodation  in  use  in  the  town  on  December  31st. 


1938: — 

Water  Closets  3892 

Waste  Water  Closets  7 

Chemical  Closets  4 

Pail  Closets  13 

Privy  Middens  42 

Dry  Ashpits  9 

Ashes  Bins  4019 


The  privies  still  remaining  are  situated  in  the  scattered 
outskirts  of  the  district,  where  water  supply  and/or  sewers 
are  not  available. 


Public  Conveniences. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  public  con- 
veniences is  still  the  same;  there  is  admittedly  a general  lack 
of  facilities  in  the  Township,  and  although  1 have  stated  in 
my  last  two  Annual  Reports  there  was  every  likelihood  of 
schemes  being  put  forward  in  the  near  future,  1 again  regret 
to  have  to  sav  these  have  not  matured. 


Housing. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report  reference  was  made  to  the 
impeded  progress  of  Slum  Clearance  on  account  of  the  delay 
in  providing  re-housing  accommodation. 
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The  Bachelor  Lane  No.  1 and  the  Garden  Street  and 
New  Street  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  in  May,  1935, 
and  the  Orders  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1936,  but  re-housing  of  the  persons  to  be  displaced 
from  these  Areas  was  not  completed  until  late  in  the  current 
year  ( 1938),  as  and  when  houses  were  completed  on  the  new 
South  Broadgate  Lane  estate. 

It  was  also  stated  that  88  houses  had  been  represented  as' 
unfit  for  habitation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  year, 
1936,  but  some  of  these  had  not  been  disposed  of  on  account 
of  the  procedure  as  to  whether  to  deal  with  the  same  by  way 
of  clearance,  conversions  or  individual  demolitions. 


Of  these  88  houses: — 
during  1936 

during  1937 


during  1938 


Total  dealt  with  at 
December  31st,  1938 


2 were  dealt  with  individually  and 

demolished 

1 was  dealt  with  individually  and 

demolished 

3 closed  for  habitation  (owners’ 

undertaking) 

16  converted  into  through  houses. 

1 closed  for  habitation  ( owners r 

undertaking) 
5 made  fit  for  habitation  by  owners. 
26  houses  represented  as  Clearance 

Areas. 
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The  26  houses  were  represented  as  fixe  small  Clearance 
Areas  and  were  made  the  subject  of  one  Inquiry,  which  was 
conducted  by  W.  E.  Kelly,  Esq.,  A.R.I.B.A.,  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  at  Horsforth  Hall  on  July  19th,  1938. 

1 here  was,  as  is  usual,  strong  opposition  to  the  propo- 
sals, all  the  owners,  with  the  exception  ot  one  area,  being 
legally  represented  at  the  Inquiry.  The  Inspector  gave  full 
consideration  to  the  objections  raised,  both  at  the  Inquiry  and 
at  the  subsequent  inspections  of  the  properties. 

The  decisions  of  the  Minister  arising  out  of  the  Inspector’s 
report  were  made  known  by  Orders  dated  December  2nd. 
1938,  particulars  of  which  are  as  follows:  — 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  SUMMARY. 
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In  this  Arc. i tin  Minister  directed  that  .1  well  maintained  payment  in  accordance  with  Section  -12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

he  made  in  respect  of  two  houses. 


It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  34  of  the  88  houses  still 
remained  to  be  dealt  with  on  December  31st,  1938. 

In  addition  to  which  three  houses  were  represented  as- 
unlit  for  human  habitation  during  the  year,  one  of  which  was 
demolished,  one  made  fit  and  the  other  was  outstanding  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

One  further  house  was  considered  to  be  unfit,  and  an 
undertaking  was  given  by  the  owner  that  it  would  not  in 
future  be  used  for  habitable  purposes. 

Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a')  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous- 

ing defects  (under  Public  llealth  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  160 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 336 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  62 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  186 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action  46 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion   39 

lb)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a)  above) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for 

human  habitation  16 

NOTE. — Totals  of  (3)  (a)  and  (b)  should  equal  the  figure  given  for 

(3) 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  forma! 

notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in  conse- 
quence ol  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  15 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  1 

(a)  By  Owners  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  r 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  0 
(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  0 

(a)  By  Owners  0> 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 
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<\ — Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  IS  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936: 


(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  1 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

lit  0 


Overcrowding. 

Fifty-five  dwelling  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded 
'during  the  overcrowding  survey  which  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  1936. 

Fifteen  further  cases  were  later  revealed,  making  a total 
of  70  overcrowded  houses  in  the  district  to  be  dealt  with. 

On  December  31st,  1938,  68  of  these  overcrowding  cases 
had  been  abated,  leaving  two  cases  outstanding,  which  will 
no  doubt  be  abated  early  next  year  as  the  South  Broadgate 
Lane  Estate  nears  completion.  Of  the  99  new  houses  on  this 
Estate  which  arc  being  erected  for  the  re-housing  of  persons 
to  be  displaced  under  Slum  Clearance  and  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding,  74  were  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

During  the  year  2,177  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
‘disposed  of,  the  estimated  weight  of  which  was  approximately 
3,250  tons. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  was  incinerated  at  the  Refuse 
Destructor. 

Two  motor  vehicles  are  regularly  engaged  on  refuse  col- 
lection, viz.,  an  “Albion”  2-ton  with  a wooden  constructed 
body  having  four  hinged  loading  doors,  which  was  purchased 
in  the  year  1929  and  has  given  very  good  service,  and  a 2-ton 
“Bedford”  with  all-steel  bod}',  having  foot-operated  doors, 
which  was  purchased  in  1937. 

For  the  purpose  of  regular  and  systematic  collection  the 
Township  is  divided  into  two  districts,  each  vehicle  having  a 
•complement  of  three  men,  viz.,  driver  and  two  loaders.  Set 
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routes  are  prescribed  for  the  collectors,  which  should  ensure 
that  all  bins  are  emptied  weekly,  with  the  possible  exception 
of  holidays. 

Although  a regulation  standard  bin  was  adopted  by  the1 
Council  under  the  provisions  of  Section  75  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  which  requires  that  all  new  bins  supplied 
shall  be  of  the  non-blow-off  lid  type,  with  vertically  corruga- 
ted sides  (galvanised  after  manufacture)  of  24  gauge,  weigh- 
ing at  least  25  lbs.,  and  of  a size  24ins.  x ISins.,  it  is  occasion- 
ally found  that  bins  of  a cheaper  type  have  been  provided, 
which  in  the  long  run  is  false  economy. 

The  population  of  the  Township  is  again  taken  as  13,700, 
although  this  is  in  excess  of  the  Registrar  General’s  figure,  but 
in  view  of  the  fact  of  this  figure  being  used  in  last  year’s 
Report  it  is  deemed  inadvisable  to  reduce  the  same. 

Area  in  acres,  2,706.434. 


Estimated  weights  of  refuse: — 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  3,250  tons 

Weight  of  refuse  per  1 ,000  persons  per  annum  236  tons 

Weight  of  refuse  per  head  per  annum 4.74  cwts. 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 12.93  cwts. 

Weight  per  head  per  day  1.43  lbs. 

Weight  per  house  per  annum  15.93  cwts. 

Weight  per  house  per  day  4.88  lbs. 

Average  weight  per  house  per  weekly  call  ...  34.16  lbs. 


The  above  weights  include  trade  or  shop  refuse,  this 
being  collected  in  the  ordinary  weekly  routes  of  collection, 
free  of  charge  to  a reasonable  amount,  subject  to  the  provision 
of  sufficient  and  suitable  receptacles  being  provided  by  the 
trader. 

Method  of  Disposal:  — 

Incineration  100%. 

Average  haul  to  point  of  disposal  1|  miles. 

Percentage  of  wet  refuse  .5%. 

Average  interval  of  collection  7/8  days. 


Salvage. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I referred  to  the  salvaging  of 
tins  at  the  refuse  destructor  from  the  household  refuse  and 
that  the  installation  of  a power  press  for  tin  baling  had  been  a 
good  investment,  a revenue  of  approximately  £100  having 
resulted  therefrom.  I also  mentioned  that  the  revenue  from 
this  source  was  subject  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  market. 

The  revenue  from  this  source  for  the  year  under  review  is 
singlarly  the  lowest  on  record  since  the  installation  of  the 
press,  viz.,  £47. 

The  market  price  of  this  material  fell  considerably  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  a certain  quantity  was  held 
pending  improvement  in  the  market. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  12  Fish  Fryers  and  one  Soap  Boiler  in  the 
district.  The  former  were  the  subject  of  an  Order  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  dated  the  26th  April.  1928,  as  a result 
of  an  application  by  the  Council  to  schedule  this  business  as 
an  offensive  trade  in  the  Urban  District  of  Horsforth. 

There  was  a change  of  occupation  during  the  year  of  one 
of  these  establishments. 

Thirty-five  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and, 
generallv  speaking,  the}-  are  well  kept,  and  the  foodstuffs  of 
good  quality. 

Several  of  the  older  established  premises  have  not  been 
brought  into  line  with  the  more  modern  requirements  of  the 
regulations  adopted  by  the  Council  in  the  case  of  new  estab- 
lishments, and  a number  are  still  using  the  coal-fired  type  of 
range,  which  is  not  permissable  with  new  establishments,  and 
in  some  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the 
excessive  emission  of  smoke. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

There  are  22  Cowkeepers  in  the  District,  occupying  86 
Cowsheds,  and  the  number  of  Dairy  Cows  is  approximately 
400.  102  inspections  were  made,  but  there  were  no  joint 

inspections  of  the  herds  and  premises  as  has  been  the  practice 
for  a number  of  years  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Public 
Health  and  Veterinary  Department. 
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The  inspection  of  Dairy  Cows  is  now  undertaken  direct 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  there  is  not  the  same 
colloboration  in  my  experience  as  was  the  case  when  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Authority. 

Of  the  22  milk  producers,  1 1 retail  their  milk  locally,  in 
addition  to  which  there  are  six  traders  who  are  retailers  only. 

There  were  two  producers  in  the  District  holding  licences 
for  the  production  of  “Accredited”  Milk  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Orders  1936  and  1938,  and  one  other 
producer  had  made  application,  but  the  issue  of  a licence  was 
pending  at  the  close  of  the  year.  In  this  connection  four 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  County  officials  at  the  time  of 
milking  and  reports  furnished  as  to  whether  the  samples  sat- 
isfied the  prescribed  standard  which  in  all  cases  were  satis- 
factory. 

Three  Dealers’  Licences  were  issued  to  retailers  author- 
ising the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested,” 
and  two  supplementary  licences  were  issued  authorising  the 
use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and 
Pasteurised”  respectively. 

Forty-two  inspections  were  made  of  Dairies  and  Milk 
Shops. 

Milk  Samples. 

Twelve  samples  of  new  milk  were  purchased  in  the  course 
ol  delivery  to  consumers  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst 
for  analysis,  all  of  which  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Nine  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  and  occupation  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  six  of  which  are  registered  and  three  lic- 
enced. 386  inspections  were  carried  out,  chiefly  during  the 
hours  of  slaughter,  and  no  case  of  the  contravention  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  came  under  my  notice. 

Licences  were  issued  to  20  slaughtermen  authorising  the 
slaughter  of  animals  under  the  above  Act,  on  January  1st, 
1936,  each  for  a period  of  three  years,  therefore  these  licences 
expire  on  December  31st  this  year,  and  application  forms 
for  renewal  of  same  have  been  circulated  and  returned,  and 
after  due  consideration  all  have  been  renewed  for  a period  of 
one  year.  In  addition,  four  new  applications  were  received, 
and  licences  were  also  granted  in  these  cases  for  a period  of 
one  year. 
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The  slaughterhouses  are  generally  well  kept,  but  as  stated 
on  previous  occasions,  many  are  badly  situated,  but  this  is  a 
matter  that  will  come  under  review  with  the  provisions  of  the 
new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Last  year  the  Minister  of  Health  introduced  a form  of 
Summary  with  a view  of  ascertaining  the  number  and  kind  of 
food  animals  slaughtered,  the  number  inspected,  and  to  what 
extent  such  animals  were  affected  as  regards  diseased  con- 
ditions, but  as  stated  in  my  last  Annual  Report  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  me  to  effect  a 100%  inspection  as  the  times  of 
slaughter  very  often  clash  with  the  execution  of  other  multi- 
farious duties  in  a district  such  as  this  where  no  other  qualified 
assistance  is  available. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  return  made: — 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Number  killed  (it  known)  520 

Number  inspected  368 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  11 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  alTected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tuberculosis  3.3p.c. 
Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  0 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  2.5p.c. 

In  three  cases  tinned  meat  was 
unfit  for  food,  viz.,  Corned  Beef, 
lbs.;  dinned  Veal,  30  lbs. 


Sheep 


; Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1 12 

60 

1820 

780 

80 

42 

1274 

546 

— 

3 

— 

— 

16 

— 

13 

1 1 

20p.c. 

7p.c. 

1 .3p.c. 

2p.c. 

4 

— 

— 

2 

12 

— 

— 

16 

20p.c. 

— 

— 3 

3p  c. 

found  to  be 

unsound 

and 

lOlbs. ; 

Tinned  Ham, 

112 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  193  3. 

During  the  latter  part  of  last  year  the  officials  of  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
made  representations  to  the  ( ouncil  to  apply  Section  1 of  the 
above  Act  to  Sheep,  Ewes,  Wethers,  Rams  and  Lambs. 

22 


Arrangements  were  made  for  demonstrations  to  be  carried 
out  by  tlie  Society  at  a local  slaughterhouse,  and  was  attended 
bv  12  local  butchers  and  slaughtermen,  together  with  two 
members  of  the  Council  and  myself. 

As  a result  of  the  demonstrations  a resolution  was  passed 
by  the  Council  for  the  inclusion  of  the  above-mentioned  ani- 
mals. No  objections  were  laid  and  the  By-law  came  into 
force  February  1st,  1938. 


Bakehouses. 

Fifty-eight  inspections  were  made  of,  bakehouses,  of 
which  there  are  14  in  the  district;  two  are  below  ground  and 
hold  certificates  of  fitness.  In  all  cases  the  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

During  the  year  41  inspections  were  made  to  retail  shops 
under  the  above  Act  and  as  a result  of  these  visits  the  follow- 
ing defects  were  remedied: — 

2 back  yards  paved  and  drained. 

1 back  yard  cleansed. 

1 defective  tailpipe  remedied. 

3 defective  dustbins  replaced. 

7 additional  dustbins  provided. 

3 defective  drains  remedied. 

2 additional  W.C.s  provided. 

1 defective  waste  pipe  remedied. 

1 defective  sanitary  accommodation  remedied. 

6 accumulations  of  refuse  removed. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

102  inspections  were  made  of  Factories  and  Workshops. 
Four  premises  were  found  to  have  insufficient  or  defective 
sanitary  accommodation,  which  were  remedied,  and  two 
other  defects  were  remedied. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  make  regular  smoke  observa- 
tions, but  casual  observations  resulted  in  cautions  being 
issued  for  the  excessive  emission  of  dense  smoke  in  three 
places. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Complaints  were  received  and  investigated  from  owners 
and  occupiers  of  infested  premises  in  the  district.  Thirty- 
two  inspections  ot  the  affected  premises  were  carried  out  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  baits,  advice,  etc.,  and  in  each  case  the 
nuisance  was  abated,  although  in  one  case  which  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cow  Heck,  periodical  attention  and  baiting  is 
necessary. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  unauthorised  camping 
were  found,  and  in  each  case  both  the  occupiers  of  the  land 
and  the  campers  concerned  were  notified  of  the  breach  of  the 
Law  in  this  respect,  arising  out  of  which  two  applications 
were  made  for  licences. 

One  licence  was  granted  subject  to  the  condition  that  not 
more  than  three  moveable  dwellings  should  occupy  the  land 
at  intermittent  periods. 

The  second  application  was  not  granted  on  the  grounds: 

1 . Unsuitable  siting. 

2.  Water  supply  not  laid  on. 

3.  No  separate  sanitary  accommodation. 

4.  No  provision  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 

In  the  third  case  the  land  in  question  was  vacated  prior 
to  the  expiration  of  42  consecutive  days  under  Section  ‘2(49 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193(S. 


Conclusion. 

The  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Health  Committee,  other 
officers  and  staff  has  been  readily  given  throughout  the  year, 
for  which  1 offer  my  sincere  appreciation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  GRIMSHAW,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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